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We are pleased to introduce 
our second issue of Rising 
Star to you. 
Although we have not been 
able to keep to our original 
two-monthly publication 
schedule due to various com-
plications, we have gained 
some experience as a new 
magazine in the UK and have 
not lost our determination to 
be a voice for all young peo-
ple, oppressed, women and 
LGBTI+ people through Ri-
sing Star. 

While we have not been able 
to publish, much has happe-
ned that we have not been 
able to address. Among other 
things, a new year is upon us 
which, like the year before, 
will be full of historical mo-
ments, class struggles and 
opportunities. 
The new year has already 
shown us at the beginning 
how corrupt the politicians 

are. While we had to pay thou-
sands for meeting friends du-
ring the pandemic, the rich 
and powerful threw parties 
without end and now get 
away without punishment. It 
has shown us that we cannot 
trust the politicians and have 
to build our own power if we 
want to create a better socie-
ty. 

The war in Ukraine is and will 
remain an important topic in 
the near future, and we have 
dedicated a separate article 
to it in this issue. 

It is important at this time not 
to stand behind the interests 
of the capitalists!  War, pover-
ty and rising prices are in the 
interests of the rich and they 
will do anything to ensure 
that we do not put their pro-
fits at risk. 

Above all, as youth, we must 

oppose it, get seriously or-
ganised and resist against all 
this. We must not simply ac-
cept it, but we must be brave 
and take on the fight!

We have a lot to look forward 
to, from a youth camp, a re-
volutionary May Day and the 
Young Struggle Europe Cong-
ress. Now is the time to take 
further steps together with 
us and in doing so Rising Star 
will be our voice! 
This is our call: Organise with 
Young Struggle!

Enjoy reading the second is-
sue of Rising Star.

Rising Star Editorial Board

  LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!  

Criticism, suggestions and articles are always welcome.
If you want to support revolutionary press,
get in touch:

We can be reached here:

youngstrugglelondon@riseup.net
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Who are our cities made for? What kind of peo-
ple can live in them? Looking around London, 

we see rents of over 2000 pounds for one bedroom 
flats, new cafés popping up everywhere selling cof-
fee for five pounds and over, and more and more 
high fashion stores, niche galleries and co-op supe-
markets spreading throughout the city. Local shops, 
affordable food and liveable homes become harder 
and harder to find with every year. So who is this city 
made for? Certainly not those of us who build it, or 
clean it, or take care of the communities in it. Lon-
don, like so many other cities across the world, is a 
city for investors. And as that becomes more clear, 
as borough after borough is gentrified and bought 
up by private firms, we, the people are forced to 
move. We are displaced. Council homes make space 
for luxury apartments; community centres for bou-
tique malls. Most of us can see these developments 
all around us. We know gentrification, even if we’ve 
never heard the term. But what actually drives this 
pushing out of people, this buying up of homes and 
neighbourhoods? How does it work? And why is it 
so hard to stop?

While we all have a right to housing and safe homes 
in theory, the reality of the way in which the interna-
tional housing market works says something diffe-
rent. Having a roof over your head becomes a profit 
calculation. We see this when buildings that used 
to have multiple apartments to rent at affordable 
prices are transformed into a few luxury apartments 
and sold or rented for unbelievable prices. The land-
lords or building owners can make more money, 
with less care for the building or its tenants, if they 
simply sell or rent out to fewer, but richer people. 
When this selling out happens in a lot of buildings 
in the same area, that is the bleak reality of the gen-
trification process. As the old tenants can no longer 
afford their own homes, the have to move away, and 
new people enter. With that change, the culture and 
history of neighbourhoods is pushed out, and new 
spaces more expensive stores and meeting places 
open up. The neighbourhood changes.

Importantly though, this whole process also takes 
place on a much larger scale. And this is where the 
core of the problem becomes even more visible. 
Property investment companies buy up not indivi-
dual buildings, but entire boroughs at once. They 
calculate how much profit an area could make, and 
buy up housing and land according to where the 
difference between current prices and potential 
prices is highest. This is why gentrification doesn’t 

happen in areas that are already rich and have high 
rent or living prices, but usually affects “unpopu-
lar”, “dangerous” or otherwise cheaper areas. Tho-
se areas where workers live, where poorer families 
live, where the largest migrant communities tend to 
have lived for decades, because they weren’t welco-
me and couldn’t afford anywhere else. Once whole 
neighbourhoods are bought up, it becomes much 
harder to find elsewhere to live, meaning that com-
munities are torn apart and families have to move to 
zones far out of the city and still end up paying more 
rent than they did before.

Gentrification is violent. It makes people home-
less and tears apart communities just to satisfy 

the profit-driven interests of a global market. And it 
is extremely hard to stop, because so many systems 
and structures benefit from it. The way these proces-
ses shape our cities, our communities and our lives 
also brings out the violent effects of capitalism as a 
whole. We move into a world where even the most 
basic protection and rights, like living safely and ha-
ving a home, are at the mercy of profit interests. We 
are forced to leave communities and our lives beco-
me more and more isolated. We have to spend more 
money on rent, meaning we have to work more jobs, 
but even the money we make isn’t enough to conti-
nue living in the spaces we grew up in. And as that 
happens, as we become isolated and poorer and 
more alienated, not knowing the people around us, 
we also lose the power to resist.

Resisting gentrification and the capitalist system can 
happen on a small scale when we help each other 
out, when we prevent neighbours from being evic-
ted, when small stores and markets are allowed to 
stay, when there are collective rent strikes and when 
people live and work in solidarity with each other. 
All of that only works when communities and neig-
hbourhoods come together and organise. It doesn’t 
when we are separated. Resisting this process on a 
large scale happens when we identify how violent 
capitalism as a whole is, how absurd it is to put pro-
fit over lives and safety, and when we find ways to 
return housing into public hands rather than private 
firms. All of that, also, only works when people resist 
the isolated and alienated life that we are pushed 
into. The fight against gentrification is a fight against 
one symptom of a much larger problem - of a vio-
lent, capitalist system. To get beyond that, to get to-
wards a better world, all of us are needed.

Maya, London
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before covid uni was difficult but social which I 
think all of us have appreciated more since co-
vid. everything was online which had its pros 
and cons.  main con being not having the "uni 
experience " which imo is meeting new ppl 
and  making friends and just having fun wote-
ver way each person has. some lectures where 
live but prerecorded lectures were just so bo-
ring to go through. no fun and joy in it and it 
made me doudt if I wanna finish this degree. 
idk why unis r making me pay 9k for online lec-
tures coz it defo wasn't worth it. since covid I 
think many students have thought again , that 
if they degree they r doing is worth it. this yr 
everything's basically make to normal imo. can 
meet as many ppl as I want

Kyra, London

During  the Corona pandemic, schools and uni-
versities were closed most of the time. Learning 

had to be done at home. For students and teachers, 
life was turned upside down from one day to the 
next. 
Not being able to see friends as usual and to talk to 
them or to meet them after school or university was 
an enormous burden for many. Loneliness, which 
was already a problem for many people before the 
pandemic, became even more of a problem during 
the pandemic. 

Learning was also an enormous challenge for many. 
Not only does not everyone have a private room to 
study in, or a device to study on, but it has also been 
extremely difficult for many to focus and participa-
te in class. If you had improved your grade mainly 
through verbal contributions, you were faced with 
the challenge of having far fewer opportunities to 
do so during the lessons. After the restrictions were 
lifted, many faced the problem that they were still 
expected to perform the same as before the pan-
demic, even though nothing had been the same for 
over two years.
For many students, this was compounded by the fact 
that they had to continue to pay tuition fees, even 
though they were not able to take advantage of the 
university's facilities. The libraries and other premi-
ses were all closed. In many cases, students had to 
face that the already absurdly expensive tuition fees 
were raised again after the pandemic. 
Especially poor students are confronted with a big 
challenge and the question of how to continue fi-
nancing their university studies, because all other 
prices are going up as well. Working two or more 
jobs while studying is not easy to manage and not 
something that should be required.

Capitalism turns education, which is supposed to be 
there for young people to prepare for life, to do what 
they enjoy and to bring progress to society, into a 
commodity that is exploited to the point that many 
students have to pay off their student loans for over 
20 years. Only under socialism will education be ori-

B e i n g  a  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e 
p a n d e m i c
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I’m currently a first year home student studying in London, my university journey started during an ongo-
ing pandemic and is continuing with the same circumstances. I would say it has affected me a lot less than 
the students last year as I have been able to attend all my lectures, seminars and workshops on campus 
which is definitely a luxury in this moment of time. I was lucky to only have a few lectures online during 
the first semester, it wasn’t due to corona as they were initially planned to be delivered online. 

Life on campus is much better than distance learning as it gives you the chance to feel more like a uni-
versity student, even whilst commuting to and from university it for sure helps you keep more on track 
during the day as you have a scheduled timetable instead of staying at home and giving yourself a higher 
possibility of procrastinating. Face to face learning was a great opportunity to meet new people and make 
friends as most people now lack social skills after having to distance themselves from nearly everybody 
for the past two years. I really enjoyed getting into a new environment as it felt good to be in a new at-
mosphere after not being able to do this for a long time. Getting to meet new faces was actually quite 
exciting but nerve-wracking at the same time. I really appreciated the fact that most people were open to 
building new friendships and getting to know one another.

The lecturers were very kind and helped us adjust to this new environment as it can be intimidating 
for some, we all participated in ice breaker activities which was a nice introduction for interaction with 
others. The availability of facilities on campus haven’t really changed as much but have been limited as 
some events were moved online due to the virus. Overall I have enjoyed my experience so far, the only 
thing I’d change is attending events and expanding my connections even more and getting a better taste 
of university life.

Jamie, London

ented towards society and not towards the market! 
Two students wrote about their personal experien-
ces during the pandemic and described how they 
felt about it.
If you want to tell us about your experiences at school, 
university or work, please write to us. If you want to tell 
us about something interesting or discuss a topic, we 
are open to all kinds of things!

An example of united struggle

At SOAS University in London, many were also 
unhappy. Not only were the tuition fees for the 

students raised, the workers at the university are ex-
tremely badly paid and have not had a proper pay 
raise for several years, but have only lost wages due 
to inflation. All while colleagues have been laid off 
and more work has been put in for everyone. 
The employees of Soas University have decided to 
go on strike and fight for better working conditions. 

In solidarity with them, many students declared 
their support, organised walk-outs, discussions and 
rallies. When the administration did not react and 
even called the police to the campus (!), part of the 
administration building was occupied for several 
days. The administration then closed off some of the 
buildings to the students and even filed a lawsuit to 
prevent further occupations from taking place. An 
escalation that has never happened before. 

Nevertheless, the workers and students are determi-
ned to continue the struggle and not to give up. Di-
scussions and protests will continue to be organised 
in the coming days and weeks and it is important 
that the management does not manage to divide 
the workers and students. 
It is extremely important to unite and bring strug-
gles together, because only together we will be 
able to win! We will also participate in the actions!
Long live solidarity!
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War is being waged once again. This time Russia 
has invaded Ukraine. It is the result of several 

years of NATO, EU and Russian imperialist policies in 
Eastern Europe. This includes NATO and EU enlarge-
ment to the East and the attempt to isolate Russia 
more and more. It includes the establishment of a 
nationalist regime in Ukraine by NATO and the EU. 
It also includes Russia's exploitation of the right to 
self-determination of the Russian population in Uk-
raine in order to assert its interests in the region. It 
includes NATO's arming of openly fascist Ukrainian 
militias. Ultimately, it now includes the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine.

The various imperialist forces are trying to bring Uk-
raine under their sphere of influence. The result of 
this is displacement, misery and death for the popu-
lation - that means the workers, youth and women 

of both sides. The capitalists and imperialists of both 
sides will not suffer from this war. They will continue 
to act in their interest and make new profits. While 
NATO and the EU have been and still are carrying out 
their imperialist policy through collaborators and 
proxies, Russia has moved from this tactic to its own 
intervention. NATO, just like Russia, is not a peace 
power and does not act in the interest of the labou-
ring masses. This can be seen not only in Ukraine, 
but again and again all over the world. For it is not 
only in Ukraine that imperialist states are dropping 
bombs, sending missiles and soldiers. NATO mem-
ber state Turkey continues to carry out attacks on 
Kurdistan, especially Rojava (West Kurdistan/Nort-
heast Syria). Israel is bombing Syria and oppressing 
and displacing the Palestinian people from their 
own land. Saudi Arabia's war in Yemen is also the 
result of imperialist policies. This clearly shows that 



NATO imperialism is the most aggressive. But this 
does not mean siding with Russia. This major power 
is also pursuing its own imperialist interests, as can 
be seen not only in Ukraine, but also in the suppres-
sion of the popular uprising in Kazakhstan.

Our response must therefore be anti-imperialist 
resistance to any war that pursues imperialist 

interests. We stand in solidarity with the workers of 
the whole world; this means supporting the Ukraini-
an and Russian workers in the struggle against the 
raging war. We must support the workers of Russia 
and Ukraine in their struggle against Russian impe-
rialism, NATO and their own corrupt and collabora-
ting bourgeoisie. However, our main enemy is not 
Russian imperialism. Our main enemy, that of the 
British working class, is in our own country. British 
imperialism is the one we must confront here in Bri-
tain. It is once again a driving force in the war that 
has now broken out. As one of the leading imperia-
list forces in Nato, the United Kingdom has contri-

buted significantly to the destabilisation of Ukraine 
and supported the pro-Western regime out of ca-
pital interests. British capitalists are profiting from 
the war in Ukraine. Especially the arms industry will 
make big profits like BAE Systems who`s stocks have 
gone up 124% since the invasion. 

The sanctions of the UK, EU and NATO countries will 
not have their effect on the war situation in Ukraine. 
As history repeatedly shows, it will have to be fought 
on the backs of the working class, youth and wo-
men. It will result in impoverishment and misery in 
Russia as well as Ukraine. The sanctions of the EU 
and NATO countries will not have their effect on the 
causes of the war. As history repeatedly shows, it will 
have to be fought on the backs of the working class, 
youth and women. It will result in impoverishment 
and misery in Russia as well as Ukraine. Even in this 
country, we as the working masses are feeling the ef-
fects of the war and the sanctions through the ever-
increasing costs of heating, gas and fuel, which have 

AROUND THE WORLD | 10



11  | AROUND THE WORLD

already risen on top of the inflation that continues 
to prevail.

The war will also lead to displacement and fleeing. 
Thousands of Ukrainians are already fleeing to Po-
land and the Balkan states. From one day to the 
next, the EU has the capacity and means to take in 
refugees en masse. Only a few months ago, new 
"border areas" had to be built on the Polish-Belaru-
sian border to prevent refugees from Syria and Iraq, 
including many Kurds driven out by Turkish imperia-
lism, from fleeing to the EU. It is clear that the EU is 
not concerned with human rights, but with its politi-
cal presentation to the world.

As communists, we have to oppose the imperialist 
division of the world. This means resisting every 
imperialist war - whether against NATO or another 
imperialist power like Russia or China. It also me-
ans to actively resist the imperialist G7 conference 
in Elmau, Bavaria, Germany this June. For this, it is 
our duty as revolutionaries to strengthen the anti-
imperialist struggle and in the first place to declare 
war on British imperialism as our main enemy. We 
oppose the anti-working class sanctions and show 
solidarity with the struggle of the proletariat of Rus-
sia and Ukraine against imperialism and the bour-
geoisie. This means fighting for the dissolution of all 
imperialist alliances, first of all the most aggressive 
and imperialist NATO. It also means fighting for the 
dissolution of the armed forces like the Army, Navy 
and Air Force. Moreover, in order to build a new anti-
imperialist peace movement, we must rally behind 
these demands:

No! to every imperialist war - an end to Russia's in-
vasion of Ukraine, an end to the belligerent policies 
of the NATO countries and their allies in Kurdistan, 
Syria, Palestine and Yemen.
Strengthen the friendship of the peoples and 
unite them in the struggle against war and im-
perialism. Let us show our solidarity to the 
Ukrainian and Russian people in the strug-
gle against imperialist war.
The main enemy is in our own country! 
Fight against British imperialism - co-crea-
tor of this escalation.
The dissolution of all imperialist alliances 
- whether NATO or EU - that are carrying 
out aggressive imperialist policies world-
wide, currently in Eastern Europe.
The withdrawal of all NATO troops from 
the UK and Europe, the withdrawal of all UK 

troops deployed abroad, especially in Eastern Euro-
pe. 
An end to sanctions and an end to all arms deliveries 
and any other support to war-mongering states and 
forces.
Immediate welcome to people fleeing from imperia-
list wars into Europe.
Let us strengthen the struggle for socialism to break 
once and for all with imperialist policies and achieve 
real peace, because imperialism and capitalism will 
always mean war.
Stop the war in Ukraine! Neither NATO imperialism 
nor Russian imperialism are the solution! For friends-
hip and the right of self-determination of the peo-
ples! Solidarity with the struggle of the Russian and 
Ukrainian workers, youth and women against the 
imperialist war!
Let us shout everywhere on the streets the slo-
gan "No war but class war!“

Long live socialism!

Deniz, London
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Since the start of the pandemic, mainstream me-
dia has shifted its focus toward mental health 

awareness. With  the two yearlong pandemic and 
mass isolation, mental health issues such as depres-
sion and anxiety have been climaxing in numbers, 
but was it any better before the pandemic? And how 
do we get out of this situation?
Suicide rates have been high even before the pan-
demic, and many of us have been suffering from 
mental health issues such as anxiety and depressi-
on. With mass isolation and constant distress on top, 
the situation hasn't improved. Even if the discourse 
finally appears in mainstream media.
So, what's changed? With the start of the pandemic 
in 2020 and the rise of TikTok and Instagram, many 
of us discussed the focus on mental health treat-
ment. Tips have been shared, but the main focus 
was always "self-care" and psychological treatment. 
But does self-care or therapy really help us in a world 
that only wants to profit off of our backs? How does 
self-care work when we work shitty 9-to-5 jobs, 
have our hands full with school or uni, and barely 
figure out how to get going in life? How can thera-
py help us when not every treatment is covered by 
our insurances? The regular waiting time is so long, 
it seems impossible to get help. So, instead, many 
of us turned to substances such as Xanax and weed. 
They seem accessible and pose an easy fix to a much 
broader problem.
Today, every one of us probably knows someone 
who has taken a substance like Xanax. At the same 
time, most adults think our generation is completely 
lost; we understand why many take drugs. In a sys-
tem that is constantly failing us, that isn't helping us, 
the easiest way out of a crisis is self-medication, as 
it's more accessible than therapy. But self-medicati-
on often leads to dependency, and its cycle sudden-
ly becomes vicious. It is essential to treat substance 
dependency as an illness instead of villainizing it, 
but this society profits off of the drug industry and 
villainization of drug-dependent people, so to get 

helpful treatment seems even more impossible than 
getting help for mental health issues.
Breaking this vicious cycle is not an easy task; it's es-
sential to fight the root of the problem to break it. 
With the expansion of neoliberal governments, such 
as the one under Thatcher, neo-liberal ideas have in-
filtrated our realities. Striving for individualism and 
seeing everyone around you as an enemy to per-
sonal success leads to the alienation of the masses 
from the masses. Meaning; we lost our conscious-
ness; we lost our sense of belonging.
These neo-liberal governments also push the indi-
vidualistic narrative that we can heal these mental 
health issues ourselves. But the root of our mental 
health issues is completely neglected or redirected 
towards biological reasons. While biological expla-
nations such as chemical imbalances are not vastly 
supported scientifically, mental health is seen as an 
individual problem with different diagnostics. Can 
we really believe that these issues are individual 
when we, the masses, suffer from them simulta-
neously?

The fact is that since imperialism develops in the 
world, the working masses have been continu-

ously suffering from mental health issues. Because 
of the alienation from the masses and the worse-
ning of the capitalist-imperialist rule over the world, 
we must see this mental health crisis as a mass cri-
sis. Therefore we have to treat it not individually but 
together. What has helped me most throughout the 
pandemic was being together with other people 
who fought against the capitalist order. establishing 
comradeship, breaking the chains of capital as far as 
possible in this society, organizing rallies and discus-
sing the issues we face. We can only heal and over-
come this mental health crisis together in a shared 
struggle against capitalism and patriarchy. Organize 
yourself!

Assa, London
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Two years of the Corona pandemic are now over. 
The time of the greatest fear of Corona for most is 

over and even the restrictions no longer exist as they 
did at the beginning. A few days ago it was official-
ly announced that all travel restrictions will be lifted 
and obligatory self isolation, even for people with a 
Corona infection, were lifted at the beginning of the 
year. 
All this was presented by the government in its "Li-
ving with Covid Plan".  And in fact, it can be said that 
it is easier to deal with Corona today than it was at 
the beginning of the Pandemic. Almost 80% of the 
population has received the first vaccination and al-
most 60% the third. 
The effect of the vaccination can be illustrated by 
looking at how many people died in the last Corona 
wave (December 2021 to February 2022) and how 
many died in the Corona wave before that (Decem-
ber 2020 to February 2021). Because by the begin-
ning of February 2021, just 15% of the population 
had been vaccinated for the first time. In the last 
wave, however, 80% of the people had received at 
least one vaccination and 70% had already received 
the second jab. 30% had even been boosted. While 
almost 100,000 people died in the second wave, far 
fewer died in the third wave.
  
Even though everyone is breathing a sigh of relief 
that Corona is over and not as bad as it was at the 
very beginning, unfortunately this is not the truth 
for everyone. The global distribution of vaccines is 
extremely unequal. Not only are most of the produc-
tion facilities in Europe or North America, a total of 
less than 12% of the people in Africa are fully vacci-
nated!  Meanwhile, the United Kingdom and other 
imperialist countries have a massive surplus of Co-
rona vaccines. Although there has been talk of do-
nating vaccines for a long time, there is not much to 
be seen of it and the ones that arrive are often on the 
verge of expiring. 

The initiatives in the United Nations to abolish the 
vaccine patents, which would allow countries to sim-
ply produce their own doses and not depend on the 
"donations" from Europe and North America, or to 
have to spend enormous sums of money, because 
they compete with the "rich" countries, have failed 
because of the vetoes of just these imperialist count-
ries. 
This is clearly a problem of the system and the way 
the economy is build and functions, because it is not 
the well being of the people (not only in Africa, but 
of all people) that is prioritized, but how much profit 

the "own" companies can make. Thus, the pandemic 
is unnecessarily prolonged and the lives of thou-
sands of people are sacrificed and put at risk. The 
higher the number of people who have Corona, the 
higher the chance for further mutations, which are 
possibly more deadly, more resistant or can spread 
faster.

This is not only related to the vaccine patents, but 
to the corona strategy in general, where the workers 
were forced to go to work and get infected so that 
they would have money to live and the economy 
could continue to create profits for the rich and we-
althy. Without even wasting a single thought to the 
millions of people who died because of this greed 
and hunger for profit! Meanwhile, the richest 10 peo-
ple in the world have doubled their wealth!
In 2017, the richest 10 people owned as much wealth 
as the poorest 50% of people, that is, 3,500,000,000 
people. And the richest 8 of them have now doubled 
their wealth again!
 

The problem of vaccine production is the perfect 
example of the problem of capitalist competition 

between companies. Because no one has the abili-
ty to produce enough vaccines to supply the whole 
world, all other countries are forced to buy inferior 
vaccines that are less resistant to the Corona virus 
and to its mutations. 
It is the perfect example of why we need a joint plan-
ned economy in the 21st century, where the vaccine 
patents are freely available to all (!) countries and all 
countries have the ability to produce enough vac-
cines to immediately contain the virus and end the 
Pandemic. Without that millions more will be crus-
hed, to keep the steaming engines of global capita-
lism going which is the private profit machine of 8 
single individuals in the world.
We must come together to organise against this 
crisis and to create a new world!

Sanji, London



Ivana Hoffmann was a young women that 
grew up in Duisburg, Germany. There she 
was an active member of  Young Struggle. 
In 2014, at the age of 18, Ivana joined the 
MLKP and decided to go to Rojava to de-
fend the revolution against the daesh. In 
2015 she fell as a martyr in the defense 
of the village Til Temir. Ivanas struggle for 
socialism and womens revolution is our 
struggle. Şehîd Namirin!


